and promote true Devotion inwardly in the 


Minds of the Worſhippers. 6g 7. 5 ; all 
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Opening of the ſaid Pariſh-Church, after its 
being Repair'd and Beautified. 


—_—_— 


The glory of Lebanon ſhall come unto thee, the fir-tree, 4 
= the pine-iree and the box together, to beautify the place 1 
of my Sanctuary; and J will make the place of my 
Jeet glorious. Iſai. Ix. 13. 
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1 0 THE 


Pariſhioners and Inhabitants - 


o F 5 
St. Benedict. Finꝶ, London. 


GENTLEMEN, 


RN HIS Sermon, wh I have 
ir Reaſon to think, and 
would have Leave to ſay, 
ne was generally well receiv d 
in the Hearing, will not 
fail, I hope, of being equally well ap- 
prob d in the Reading. It had waited 
on you much ſooner, but that having 
got been compos d at firſt with any de- 
termin d View to the Preſs, I was for 
ſome time irreſolute and uncertain, whe- 
ther or no to let it appear in publick, 
and take its Fate in the World. But 
ſeflecting with myſelf at length, that I 
ould never expect any more favourable 
Phportunity, either of publiſhing my 
A 2 Relation 


: 
= uf 
1 
4 
'X 
1 
4 
* 
o 
* 


— 


DEDICATION. 


Relation to you, or of reftifying my Ne. 
ſpe for you, I came in the End to this 
Concluſion, Not to let ſhp an Occaſion, 
the Rerurm whereof I was not like to live 
to ſee. What I here preſent you with, in 
Print, is the very ſame I Preach'd, on- 
ly wich the Aden ot ſome few Things, 
and theſe originally in my Motes, but 
omitted in the Delivery, leſt I ſhould 
have detain d you longer than the uſual 
Time allotted to a Sermon. And ſhould 
any one /#ur-mf/e that the propereſt Seaſon 
of preſenting you with this Diſcourſe had 
been innnediately, while it was yet fre 
from the Pulpit; F anſwer him, that its 
approaching you thus late hath, how- 
ever, one good Advantage attending it, 
(which T profeſs to have in my Inten- 
tion) it now ſerves to remind you of 1 
Sort of Duties that, at the Time of it 
being preach'd, were not eafily over 
look d, but fince that time may ſeem to be 
forgotten. I am, 


GENTLEMEN, 
Hackney, Your moſt faithful, 
Jan. 12. 1736. | bumble Servant in Chriſt, 


Theod. Waterland. 


/ 


ISAIAH K. 13. 


The glory of Lebanon ſhall come unto thee, 
the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the box 
together, to beautify the place of my 
ſanctuary; and I will make the place 


of my feet glorious. 


Es E ſo elegant and lofty Words 
1 5 of the Prophet, ſpoken as in the 
8 85 Perſon of Almighty God, and that 
8 by way of Comfert to his People 


— —— 


encouraging them to look for Deli- 
derance and Reſt, after a fad and tedious Seaſon 
of Captivity and Diſtreſs, will readily be al- 
low'd, I ſuppoſe, ( what hath been commonly 
obſerv'd of thoſe prophetick Scriptures eſpeci- 
ally of the Old Teſtament) to carry a twofold 
Meaning; the one, reſpecting more immedi- 
ately that State of Things which obtain'd in or 
near the Prophets own Times; the other, bear- 
ing more remote regard to thoſe ſo diſtant 
Times of Chriſt, or State of the Chriſtian 
Church, that ſhould be under the Meffah. The 
Firtof theſe is what hath uſually been ſtil'd the 
Literal, Hiflorical, or Primary Meaning; 
the 
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i 
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the Loft, the Spiritual, Myſtical, or Secon- 


dary. Take the Text, according to its Literal, 
Hiſtoricdl, or Primary Meaning, it refers to 
the Jews in particular, and their triumphant 
Return at- length from Babylon, when they 
were actually to be employ'd in rebuilding, or 
raifing anew, their Temple, after its having lain 
many Years in miſerable Deſolation and Ruins; 
and ſpeaks pretty much as follows : The glory 
of Lebanon, the Cedar-Tree, for which Mount 
Lebanon is ſo juſtly famous ; ſhall come unto thee, 
ſhall be diligently ſought for, and carefully 
brought up to Feruſalem ; the fir-tree, the pine- 


tree, and the box together, theſe and other the 


like curious and coſtly Materials; to beautify 
the Place of my Sanctuary, to adorn and ſet 


off my Holy-place or Temple; and I will make 


the place of my feet glorious, and I will cauſe 
that ſacred ſeat of my ſpecial preſence upon 
earth, to appear 2 moſtly in all its pri- 
ſtine pomp and ſplendor. Take the Text ac- 
cording to its Spiritual, Myſtical, or Secondary 
Meaning, it refers to Chriſtians at large, in 
Ages then at Diſtance, their growing up into 
a powerful Body of Men, and gaining jointly 
Strength and Numbers, when they ſhould eve- 
ry where prevail and prove victorious, ſee their 
bittereſt Enemies at peace with tbem, and ob- 
rain a Settlement; and ſpeaks pretty near to this 
Effect: The glory of Lebanon, all poſſible Ex- 
cellency and Honour; all come unto thee, ſhallbe 
by me in future Times conferr'd upon my fa- 


vourite Inſtitution of the Ge“; the . 
the 


. 2 of —. co — — * * — 1 
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the pine- tree, and the box together, every thing 
that can contribute and convey any Ornament 
or Grace; to beautify the place of my Sanctuary, 
to dignify and diſtinguiſh my Church under the 
Meſfiah ; and I will make the place of my feet 


lorious, and I will thenceforth be ador'd and 
ſerv'd by a faithful and ſelect Race of Wor- 
ſhippers, not only inwardly, in Truth and 


Purity, but alſo outwardly, in all the utmoſt 


Magnificence of /en/ible Appearance, ſuch' as 
beſt becometh my Greatneſs, and moſt effectu- 
ally advanceth my Eſteem and Reverence. 

Theſe are the to different, bur conſiſtent, 
Interpretations of my Text, anſwering that to- 


fold Reference ofthe Prophecy it contains and ſets 
forth, to Fews, firſt, more clo/ely, to Chriſtians, 


next, ſomewhat more remotely. And for the 
Prophecy in the Text, as it relates diſtinctly to 
the Jewiſh Church, it then, we may take no- 
tice by the way, began to have its Accompliſh- 
ment, when that People had, by a publick 
Decree of Cyrus, procur'd Liberty of Return- 
Ing to their Native Countrey of Judæa, and 
Re-edifying their Temple, after a ſeventy Years 
Captivity at Babylon; * which Temple, com- 
monly call'd the ſecond, and ſometimes Zerub- 
labels Temple, tho” it came far ſhort of the firſt, 
or that of Solomon, ſo far indeed, as to paſs for 
nothing in Compariſon, ꝓ and to cauſe that thoſe 
antient Men, who had ſeen the Beauties and 
Excellencies of the former Houſe, even wept 


with 


® Prideaux's Connect. P. 1. B. 2, 3. p. 103, Cc. 
T Hagg. ii. 3, 


4 Beauty and Devotion. 


© jointly their Delight and Bufne/s, to conſult a 
ftianity: To this ſo happy Time, and hopeful 


The glory of Lebanon ſball come unto thee, the fi. 


with a loud voice at laying the foundations of thi, 
latter, || was, yet, truly a very ſumptuous pile 
of Building, not altogether unbecoming the 
God of Iſrael, and ſuch as might fairly juſtify 
theſe exalted Strains of the Prophet ; The glory 
of Lebanon ſhall come unto thee, the fir-tree, the 

ne- tree, and the box together, to beautify tht 
place of my ſanctuary; and I will make the plac 
of my feet glorious. For the Prophecy in the 
Text, as it relates to Chri/ttans, it then began 
to be fulfill'd, when, by Conftantine's embra- 
cing of the Faith, the Church of Cbriſt had ob- 
tain'd Reſt round about, firſt rais'd her Head to 
behold Indemnity and Favour, and ſaw herſelf 
not ſimply folerated, but, beſides, e/tabliſhed; 
when mercy and truth, it might be ſtrictly ſaid, 
bad met together, and righteouſneſs and peace had 


' kiſſed each other; when the moſt perſecuted Re. Ia p- 


ligion, (unequal Treatment for being the moſt Wyo! 
pure | ) was taken into Protection of the Civil HD 
Magiſtrate, and Kings and Emperors made it | 


well the /olemn. Pomp, as ſolid Power of Chri- 


State of Things, we ſuppoſe the Prophet 1/at- 
ab, after his uſual and elegant way of Metaphor 
and Figure, to allude in the Words of the Text, 


tree, the pine-tree, and the box together, to beai- 
tify the place of my january ; and I will male 
the place of my feet glorious. 


But 


Ezra iii. 12. 
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But I ſhall till attempt ro draw a little 
nearer, and preſume upon a cloſer and yet more 
home Application of the Words before me, name- 

y, to this very Place, wherein we are now inet, 
and Audience here aſſembled ; our ſolemnizing, 
in uſual form, the opening of this ſacred Houſe, 
which we have ſeen ſhut up for a neceſſary Sea- 
'm, to the end we might return to our wont- 
ed Exerciſes of Devotion in it with freſh 
Sprightlineſs and Vigor, when Comelineſs' and 
ICl-anline/s ſhould invite and inſpire, Deformi- 
fy and Impurity no more damp and difpirit : 
The glory of Lebanon ſhall come unto thee, the 
r-tree, the pine-tree, and the box. together, to 
beautify the place 2 my ſanctuary; and I will. 
make the place of my Feet glorious. Theſe 
Words may not improperly. paſs with us, as 
a peremptory and poſitiva Declaration of Al- 
myghty God, importing, that it is his Will and 
Pleaſure to be worſhipp'd in the beauty of bolineſs, 
meaning, in his Holy Court or Temple, & ava 
Ula cre, * not barely venerable, thro' the Di- 
wine Preſence in it, but admirable too, for all 
that Art and Nature can contribute to the out- 
vard Splendor of it; in which Light or View, 

y Text, tis plain, falls partly in with the 
Occaſion; and ſpeaks up roundly to the Pur- 
poſe of our preſent Meeting. And yet, ſay that 
my Text is to be conſider d barely as propheti- þ 
a, and not preceptive of that external Maje | 


or Magnficence of Jewiſh or Chriſtian Mor- 
b1p, even under this Conſideration, it cannot but 
9 990 B (002. '03H 


{© Palm xevi, 9. Septuag. Verſion, 


be 
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be look d upon as bearing ſomewhat of : 


friendly Aſpect towards ourſelves, and may 
ſeem, as it were, penn d aforeband, purpoſely to : 
c 


applaud and to congratulate our late good Office 
and Benefactions ſhown and done to this our 
Sanctuary of God. And that I may be ſo hap- 
y as to uſher in our Return to theſe our wont: 
ed Exerciſes of Devotion, after the neceſiay 
Time of Diſcontinuance, with ſomething both 
entertaining and improving, ſomething both 
ſuiting our preſent Caſe, and ariſing from my 
preſent Text, I ſhall lay down this following 
general Pofition, as Matter for farther proceed- 
ing; namely, The Influence or Efficacy of out- 
ward Majeſiy and Beauty in the Houſe of Gul, 
to excite and promote true Devotion inwardly i 
the Minds of the Worſhippers : Which genera 
Pojition, 1 ſhall aſſert and try to make out, 


I. From the univerſal Senſe of Mankind 
that runs in ſpecial Favour of it: And, 77 
II. From the Nature or Reaſon of the Thing pla 
conſider'd ſtrictly in it ſelf. And, Vi 


I. That we have actually the univerſal Sei and 
of Mankind appearing in ſpecial Favour of ml wer 
general Pofition, I hope to evidence and evine f ;, 
moſt clearly, by a. View of their Prat: G04 
that is, I ſhall preſume to decide and deter rar 
mine concerning their Sentiments, by that ſurel ale f 
Index or Interpreter of them, their unifim 
and conſtant Management. Now, as far as W 
are able to come at any Knowledge of Marr 


J 
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kind, relating to their Conduct or manner 
of Ordering their Afairs, it hath always, and 
every where, no Time or Part of the World 
excepted, been a prevailing Cuſtom with Peo- 
ple to ſeek to render their appropriated Pla- 
ces or Houſes of religious Worſhip, ſump- 
tuous and ſplendid, by means of outward Or- 
naments and Decorations : And whence this, 
but that they thereby propos'd and aim'd to 
conciliate Regard and Reverence towards them, 
or give the Minds of the Worſhippers due Emo- 
tions of Duty and Devotion, through ſtrong 
and deep Impreſſions of Dread and Diſtance 
convey'd to them by the Source or Channel of 
thoſe feſhly Organs of Senſation? To take the 
Matter up from we Jon and from theſe near 
as far back as their firſt ſettling into the Form 
or Conſtitution of a Church : Higher up than 
this, 1 conclude we need not go, when before 
ſuch Time, publick Worſhip, either that of the 
True God, or of Falſe ones, was every whit as 
plain and fimple as were the Lives of their 
Vetaries ; ſcarce aſpiring to any thing greater 
and better than Groves and Mounts, open Altars, 
and expos'd Oratories in High-places : There 
were, as yet, either no Temples, or appropria- 
ed Houſes, rais d and dedicated to the Living 
God or Dumb Idols, or none of any Signifi- 
cancy and Name. The firſt confiderable Tem- 
fle the World ever knew and ſaw, was, as is ge- 
berally believ'dand maintain'd by learned Men, * 
that moveable, portable, or itinerant one of the 


® Jurieu's Crit. Hiſt, vo/. 1. part 2. p. 289. Shuckford's 
Connect. po. 2. /ib, 8. p. 366. -— = Iſra- 
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Tjraehtes, uſually diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of 
the Tabernacle, which Moſes, by Command 
from God, erected in the W:/derneſs, preſently 
upon that People's being come out of Egypt. * 
Indeed, not very long after the erecting of this 
moveable, portable, or itinerant Temple, or Taberna- 
cle of the Iſraelites, and an expreſs Injunction giv- 
en them, that, when they had gotten fill and 
quiet Poſſeſſion of the promis'd Land, they ſhould 
rovide themſelves of a permanent and fix d 
place or houſe, which the Lord their God ſhould 
chuſe,' to cauſe his name to dwell. there; ＋ not 
very long after this, I ſay, we muſt ſuppoſe 
that the Heathens had their Temples too, and 
theſe, even rivalling, in ſome meaſure, that of 
the One ſupreme God, in Majeſty and Beauty, 
both of Structure and Furniture; but it doth 
not ſo well appear, or it cannot ſo well be 
prov'd, (what hath been obſerv'd by very bl: 
Judges ||.) that they had any ſuch before. So 
far was the 1/raelitiſh Tabernacle, or Fewiſ 
Temple from being form'd upon Heathen Plans, 
and being erected in Imitation only of Temple, 
or Houſes of Worſhip, originally the Invention 
of Idolaters, and appropriated by Them to the 
Service of impure Spirits and Demons, (which 
ſome have endeayour'd to obtrude upon us for 
real Fact ) that on the contrary, thoſe Hes- 
thens, we have the beſt Grounds to think, bor- 
row'd wholly from the Jews in this particular s 
| «9 vt? 1 an 
* Exod. 25. + Deut. r2. 11. | Juriev, and Shuck- 
ford, ubi ſupra., f Spencer de LEE: ebr. Vol. 2. lib. 3: 
Di 1. P. 663. Di 6. p. 892, Ed. Chapel, Compare Shuck: 
ford, bi ſupra. RE 
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and receiv d the Hint of raiſing and enriching 
their Idol Temples, from what the True God had 
commanded his ſelect People, relating to his 
own, 1 ſhall then be permitted to begin m 
Account from the Tabernacle of the Iſraelites, 
that earlieſt publick Edifice, meaning, of Note 
and Diſtinction, made ſacred to Religion. This 
Tabernacle of the Tjraelites, for the Age eſpe- 
cially wherein it was ſet up; the ee 
of the People to whom it peculiarly belong'd, 
and Defign of the Thing itſelf, which had been 
contriv'd only to ſerve a preſent Exigency, this 
Tabernacle of the 1jraelites was certainly a very 
excellent and admirable Piece of Art and 
Workmanſhip, embelliſh'd and adorn'd with all 
imaginable Grace and Elegance, in view prin- 
cipally that thoſe 1/raehites might not fail to 
approach it with the more ſolemn Acceſs, and 
be ſtruck with the profounder Awe of Him 
who re/ided in it, but was inviſible to the Eyes 
of Mortals. I cannot now have time to dwell 
ninutely on Particulars, but the general Diſpo- 
ſition of the T abernacle was certainly moſt ex- 
quifite and curious ; which Thing appears unde- 
niably clear from thoſe ſpecial Directions giv- 
en about it, both as to the erecting and fur- 
niſhing it. And here we are plainly led to ſee, 
bow very fairly Maje/ty or Magntficence of out- 
ward Show and Appearance, in Temples ſacred 
to religious Service, claims to be coeval even 
with Temples themſelves; which again ſuggeſts 
or rather demonſtrates to us, that it was, even 
rom the beginning, the current Senſe of Man- 
kind, 


Al and thrive without it. And ſhould it be ob- 
cies and Elegancies of the 1/raelitiſh Tabernacle 


fir d the very Workmen with Skill to execute 


firm'd thereby, as to our main Point, ſeeing 
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kind, that Divine Worſbip did not fo well /ub- 


jected to what I ſay, that thoſe Excellen- 


vere, all of them, of Almighty God's own 
immediate contriving and ordering, who in- 


the Defign, * we ſhall but be the more con- 


„ 


that, in this Caſe, we have a Declaration, even 
of the Heavenly M iſdom, on the Side of outward 
Pomp and Splendor ; and inſtead of thoſe diſpu- 
table or fallible Deciſions of Men, can appeal 
to that unerceptionable and unerring Auths- 
rity which is of God. From the Hraeclitiſb Ta. 
bernacle, come we down to the Feuiſb Tem- 
ple, where we find, if poſſible, yet more of * 
Majeſty or Magmificence, curious Workman- Wl |. 


> 
71. 


al 


ſhip and coſtly Furniture, The Temple of So- * 


lomen particularly (without infinuating any 77 
Dy ement to thoſe of others) was, while | 
it 15 the Wonder and Glory of the World, WW , 
whoſe Grandeur never had been, and perhaps 5 
never will be, eguall d; ſo ſtupendous the of 


 Fabrick, ſo rich the Appurtenances. But this Fer 


being a Matter generally well known and ac- 


knowledg'd, I ſhall tarry no longer, than juſt ws g 
to remark concerning it, that, Almighty God - 
| 9 choſen this as the ſpecial Place of his K 
earthly Refidence, and appointed it the prin! WM p- 
Seat of his Audience, he ſeems to have coun- Mn, 
tenanc'd and encourag'd the ſetting it out thir 


with 


_ *® Exod. xxxv. 30, 35. 


his 


un- 
out 
Vith 
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with all imaginable Advantages and Improve- 
ments of Art and Elegance, the better to poſſeſs 
the Minds of the Fews with a more than ordi- 
nary Veneration for it, and awful Diſtance to- 
wards it, and thereby ſkreen it from too fa- 
miliar and rude Approaches ; much as we ſee the 
Honour and Dignity of Temporal Princes and 
Potentates upheld and maintain'd by a kind of 
artificial and affected Pomp and Parade, or by 
a ſort of ſtudied Ceremonies of State, theſe being 
apt to convey reſpectful Impreſſions to the Soul, 
and fill ic with the moſt dutrful Sentiments of 
Reverence and Fear. Thus ſtood the Caſe with 
the Fews. As to Heathens, I have already fig- 
nifi d above, that they too had their Temples, 
and - theſe erected and ornamented with near 
equal Art and Expence, as thoſe of the Living 
and True God. Indeed, Heathens appear to 
have taken Pattern by the Fews, and to have 
been inſtructed what to do in Honour of their 
Idol Deities, by what they ſaw done in Reſpet# 
to the great. and only God of Heaven and Earth. 
And verily, they might naturally enough from 
hence have entertain'd and eſpous'd the Notion 
of religious Worſhip's receiving much Life and 
Strength by means of outward Show and Pomp, 
in regard that, if theſe could heighten and ad- 
vance the Worſhip of this or that God, it was 
reaſonably to be preſum'd they ſhould do it as 
to the Worſhip of all othets, Tis allow'd, 
Pagan Worſhip was both ſuper/titiousand idola- 
Mus; but as Pagan Worſhippers, we may 
think, would not themſelvet yield up this 

Point 
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Point to us, they might fairly enough conclude 
the Caſe muſt be the ſame of all religious Wor- 
ſhip, as of any, reſpecting diſtinctly its Energy 
and Power; and that theirs, no leſs than F hat of 


the Jews, was capable of being enforc d and 


enliven d by means of a pompous Oui ſide and 
dazzling Brightneſs of ſenſible Appearance. We 
of the Reform'd Perſuaſion ſtick not to charge 
thoſe of the Romiſh Communion with a way of 
Worſhip at once ſuperſtitious and idolatrous, not 
much unlike to that of Heathens ; and were we 
challeng d to it, could clearly prove our Allega- 
tion: Vet, thro' a dextrous Uſe and Manage- 
ment, eſpecially of outward Advantages, thro' 
a ſtrict Attachment to the Pomp of Ceremonies, 
and an exquifite Magnificence” purſued in all 
their Offices and Churches, the Romaniſts have 
hitherto prevail'd generally to recommend and 
ſupport the very groſſet Sort of all Chri- 
ian Worſhip, which otherwiſe muſt long ago 
have dwindled into nothing, and even pals'd 
out of Remembrance. This one Inſtance may 
ſuffice to ſatisfy us, that, as outward Elegancie: 
and Ornaments contribute to the Life and Vi- 
gor.of pure and ſound Devotion, ſo, they may be 
applied too to countenance and keep up that 
which is corrupt and faulty: The'laſt of theſe 
cannot indeed ffouriſh or ſubſiſt at all without 
them; and yet the rſt, by reaſon of the Weat- 
neſs of our Nature, which is ever molt effectu- 
ally wrought upon thro' /en/ible Impreſſions, 
may be juſtly thought to need them. But no 


more of Heathens and Heathen Worſhip, 3 
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Heathen Worſhip we find ſtill cheri/h'd and fu- 


lain d by the ike Methods that gave Life and 


Spirit, to the Fewiſh Worſhip, underſtanding, 
Majeſty or Maguificence of Externals, From 
Heal bens proceed we to Cbriſtians, with whom 
the ſame Notions, we may fairly reckon, ſtill 
prevail'd, ſeeing that the ſame Conduct, we 
are ſure, ſtil] continued. Chriſtians, when now 
the World was »generally become Chri/tiar, 
ſhow'd themſelves, we know, no leſs eager 
and intent upon raiſing ſumptuous Ediſices for 
the Purpoſe of religious Worſhip, and enriching 
them with all the Embelliſhments of Painting, 
Sculpture, and the like, than Jews and Hea- 
thens, bath of them, had done before. It looks 
as if they ſcorn'd to be exceeded, in Generg/ity 
and Beneficence, by thoſe their Heathen or 
their Tewiſh Anceſtors ; or, as if they eſteem'd 
it an Eſential of their Religion, to offer only 
of their beſt and cboiceſt unto Ged : Bur, 
indeed, they chiefly meant the doing Ho. 
wur to the Chriſtian Worſhip ; as being 91 
perſuaded in their Minds, that nothing ſo ef- 
fectually ani mates and enlivens our religious Ser- 
vices, as that Majeſty or Magniſicence off out- 
ward Appearance under which we ſet about 


Ithem. Matter of Fact is moſt indiſputable 


and undoubted, that primitive Chriſlians ever 

greatly triumph d and exulted in the Elegancy 

and Splendor of their Churches, and aim'd, if 

poſſible, at poſſeſſing inward Purity in out- 

ward Beauty; which, /ike apples of gold in pi- 
hal 


ures 
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Gures of filver *, cannot but mutually recom. 
mend and illuſtrate each other. But whereas 
the moſt high, we have been taught, + dwell 
eth not in temples made with hands, that is, i 
not taten or properly mov d by any Elegant 
or Beauty of Place, it muſt be that ſuch Ele. 
gance or Beauty, W particularly the 
Houſe of God, can only regard the Worſhip- 
pers There; and this, in Conſideration that 
Elegance or Beauty hath a natural Tnfluene 
or Efficacy to quicken and invigorate our Di. 
wotions. And, it is more than probable, we hare 
here what was in principal View with print. 
tive Chriſtians, when they ſo warmly affected 
and induſtriouſly . purſued, Magnificence di 


Morſbip. For a Space indeed, during a State 


of extreme Poverty and Perſecution, Chriſtian 
muſt have had but few Places of 1 Af: 
ſemöly for Divine Worſhip; and thefe few, lik 
themſelves, mean and ill provided: Yet, a 
ſoon as they well ſaw Plenty and Peace; were 


reſcued from the Oppreſſer ; and could be ſe- 


cure of Life and Property ; a very remarkable 
Emulation, even bordering upon the 7tr1mina, 
ſeiz d them, of out-doing and out-fhining 
one another in ſtately Ediſices and rich Ac 
commodations, appropriated and dedicated to 
God and Chriſt. The Time would fail me 
to treat of Particulars : In general, happy 
was that Perſon or People, in thoſe earlier 
Ages of Chriſtianity, that could compats the 
raiſing of a Church ; or but contribute gene- 

roufy 

* Prov, xxv. 11. 4 AQs vii 48. TIfaiah Ixvi. 1, 2. 
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rouſly to the Repairs of one; or only add any 
new Improvement or Grace; or ſo much as give 
a Supply of Brooks, Veſiments, and the like ne- 
ceſſary Utenſils x. And this Spirit of Beneficence 
remain'd. in full Strength, while yet the Spirit 
of Piet continued undecay d; which may ſeem 
to ſuggeſt to us, that a Zea for Religion, and a 
Zeal for the Honour of Gad in his Houſe, are inſe- 
parably united, and actually r:/z or /ink toge- 
ther; whence it muſt follow, that we may di- 
zarily meaſure the devout or indevout Diſpoſition 
of a People or . Pariſh, (not under calamitous 
Circumſtances ) by the neat or /lovenly Appear- 
ance of the Place wherein they are us'd to 
aſſemble for religious Worſhip. | 

To recapitulate, or briefly ſum up what I have 
been ſaying ; If we are but allow'd to collect the 
Senſe of Mankind from a View of their Conduct, 
(and, for the moſt part, certainly we may be al- 
low d it) ſeeing that the Practice of the World 
hath all along gone in favour of Elegancy and 
Ornaments in Places appropriated to religious 
Worſhip, which Practice neceſſarily ſuppoſeth 
ſome Motive, and no Motive ſo plauſible as the 


Power theſe might be thought to have over 


the Minds of People, to draw and engage their 
Reverence and Regards: Things being thus, my 
way is ſq far clear, that we have actually the 
univerſal Senſe of Mankind appearing in ſpecial 
Favour of my general Poſition, namely, The 
Influence or Efficacy of outward Majeſty and 

If. Beauty 


?. Cave's prim. Chriſt. Part 1. Ch. 6. Bingham's Antig. 
V. 3. B. 8. Ch. 2. 
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| Beauty in the Houſe of God, to excite and pri. an 
| mote true Devotion inwardly in the Minds of th WW ar 
| Worſhippers. I come next to aſſert and argue i is 
| ER... Os, ba 
| II. From the Nature or Reaſon of the Thing, Wl w 
| confider'd ſtrictly in itſelf. And under this nie 
my preſent Head, my Endeavours muſt: be to Ml ſee 
ll ſhow, that outward. Majeſty and Beauty in the Mito 
1 Houſe of God have even a natural Energy Ich 
'S Virtue to create in us right znward be tion, Ich. 
if ſuch as beſt ſuit and ſerve our ſolemn'Exerciſs Wan 
i of Piety and Deuotun; which cannot but {Marc 
| be manifeſt to all that pleaſe to reflect with {Wons 
| | me, what Aptitude or Tendency outward Ma- in 
and Beauty have. c 
7 fo 


1. To raiſe, refreſh, and chear the Spirit. Man 
| 2. To calm, compoſe, and ſweeten the Wot 
i Temper. . IIA > nr 

l 3. To eleyate, refine, and ennoble the 
| Thoughts. And, e 
4. To warm, quicken, and enflame the 


AﬀeFtions. 


1. For the Aptitude or Tendency of oui. 
ward More and Beauty in the Houſe of God, 
to raiſe, refreſh, and chear the Spirits. Out 
Spirits, the prime Inſtruments of Motion and 
principal Means of Aclion, are uſually ſup- 
pos'd by Naturalifts to be a kind of volatil 
Huld, extremely fine and ſubtle, inviſible and 
imperceptible, otherwiſe than in their n 

+ an 
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and Operations; which Effects and Operations. 
are various and widely differing, according as 
is the State or Craſis of the Spirits, good or 
bad. It cannot then be any Matter of 
Labour or Difficulty to us, to conceive, that, 
when theſe our Spirits are indeed of the moſt 
nice and delicate Contexture, a little Thing 
ſeemingly ſhould have great Power over them, 
to raiſe or ſink, refreſh or clog, chear or damp 
them: And we daily, nay hourly fee it fo, 
that, tho' the Spirits are of prime Importance, 
and nothing to be done without them, yet 
are they p or down. at every Turn, as Occa/i- 
ith Nen and Incidents fall out, and maunt or ſub/ide 
4. in Conſequence of external Appearances, and 
thoſe ſenfible Impreſſions that are the Reſult of 
ſuch Appearances. To. our more immediate 
. ond direct Purpeſe: We muſt, of courſe, all 
the Hof vs; have had full Experience and Conwitti- 
an, what a ſullen or a /miling Face of Things 
the can do, rhe one, to diſcourage and depreſs, the 1 
ther, to exbilarate and revive. Gloomimeſs or 
the WDarkne/s ſhall rarely fail to introduce a Low- 
neſs or Languor on the Spirits, when Light- 
omene/s or Brightneſs ſhall, on the contrary, 
out- Mequally give them Vivacity and Yigor, We 
God, May weaken the ftrongeſt Spirits that are, by 
Out Wpreſenting Men continually or only with diſmal 
and Nand dolorous Sights and Spectacles; as we ma 
ſup- {W/rengthen the weakeſt, by entertaining Men al. 
atilt Negetber or moſtly with gay and lend Images 
and Wand Objects. Even a cloudy and lowring Sky 
fects all commonly fat or fetter the 17 05 
which 


* 
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which, again recover their Livelineſs or Liberty 
with the Return of the Sun. Such is ver 
plainly the Mechani/m of the human Conftituti- 


en, as that ſenſible Things, taken-jn eſpecially 


by the Eye, ſhall greatly affe#?, and either 
greatly relieve, or greatly. load the Spirits: 
Ang, though it may be difficult preciſely to 
account for theſe Effefts, yet are no Efe 
more ordinary or more obſery'd by us. And 
theſe fame Effects that we ſee of outward 
Beauty to fortify the Spirits, or of Deformit) 
to enfeeblethem,in any Place of vulror and ſecu- 
lar Reſort, theſe ſame Effects ab of courſe, 
obtain in Places ſeparated and made /acred to 
religious Worſhip. A ligbiſome or gloomy Ho: 
of God ſhall influence alike, and to like Pur- 
pore with any other /zght/ome. or gloom) 

ouſe we are pleas d to confider or ſuppoſe 


— 0 


2. For the Aptitude or Tendency of ci. 
ward G and Beauty in the Houſe of God, 


to calm, compoſe, and ſweeten the Temper. 


There is a Teſnper proper to Devotion, as well 


as Spirits neceſſaty for it; and it ſeems as if 
the former very much depended on the /atter. 
But, without intereſting the Spirits more di- 
rectly in the. Caſe, moſt certain it is, that 
outward Majeſty and Beauty are of very notabit 
Force or Efficiency, reſpeCting the Mind, 10 
diſpoſe and qualify it for religious Worſhip. 
There is not any Agency or Operation more 


ſenſible and ſeen, though we can no otherwil 


folve it than by ſaying, that it is in our Ci. 
| fiitutim 
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fitution to admit of ſuch or ſuch Inpreſſons 
from doit haut; which, allowing it a tft 
Arcount, will not, 1 ſuppoſe, be deem'd fo 
ſtrictly ph:loſophical > It is to be reckoned in 
the Number of thoſe Efe#s that are much 
better felt than underſtood ; and to deny or 
diſpute every thing in this Kind, were to make 
mad Work in the World. Let us put the mat- 
ter upon Experiment, leading the honeft and 
upright Worſbipper, firſt, into a Place uncouth 
and ruſticł, for the moſt part naked of Orna- 
ments, and deſtitute of almoſt every Conveni- 
ſe, N ence; and leading him, next, into a Place curious 
to and comely, fer off with all Embelliſhments of 
Aland Nature, and well provided with every 
ic- ching of C/ and Decency : He muſt, I eaſily 
imagine, be very differently affefted by theſe ſo 
le. WM ferent Appearances, and find himſelf in a far 
better Temper of Devotion, more ſedate, ſeri- 
- u, and ſettled, under the Influences of Order 
od, and Gracefulne/s, than of Irregularity and 
ber. Aukwardneſs, There are, I confeſs, (or rather 
vell ¶ bare been) that eſteem all Places alibe, with 
s if Wfeipet to our religious Services; and, allow- 
ter. Jing they only underſtand by it, that an Aſem- 
di- % of boneſt and upright Worſhippers ſhall be 
beard and obſerd'd by Heaven, even from a 
Place of miſerable Deformity and the very 
meaneſt Appearance, where fitter Accommoda- 


ſhip. Pn are not to be come - at, they think not 
note much amiſs: But if they intend to inſinuate 
wiſe tbereby, that even any ordinary Receptacle of 


Drafts is of as good Advantage, with regard 
| | tO 
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to the Temper. of the Worſhippers, as is the 
molt Holy Place; or that conſecrated. Place, 
without any Aid. of external Ornaments, are, 
as to the Purpoſes of Religion, of the ſame Ef. 
fect with the more improv d and enrich d ones 
they offer plain Violence to Reaſon, and open 
Inſult to common Senſe, The bare 8 
of Places to the publick. Service of God, and 
Separation of them from vulgar Uſe, are, no 
doubt, very excellent Means of raiſing and en. 
gaging Reverence in and for them ; and put the 
caſe there is added Magnificence beſides, a /. 
lemn and fix d Gravity ſhall uſually be impreſsd 
upon the Mina, ſuch as doth not frequently 
enſue upon the \oppofite Circumſtances and Cor. 
ditions. The Tempers of Men, it is well {cen 
and known, are ſtill dependent on thoſe Obel 
that appear and paſs before them, and either 
put on Compoſedneſs and Seriouſneſs, or Ludi. 
crouſneſs and Lightneſs, as are the Repreſenta. 
tions of the Senſes. Set a Man to pray in 1 
Stable, or in a Draught-Houſe, he will not, 1M te; 
apprehend, be able to a/?rat? from the 4%, wi 
Service and viler Direction of the Place: l wi 
like manner, ſet a Man to pray in the Church out 
venerable indeed for the Divine Preſence in i ¶ 
but mean and contemptible in every reh L 
elſe, and I much fear this /er/ible Deforin!) 
join'd with a ſort of reproachful Idea ariling 
from it, muſt greatly lead the Mind aſide, 4 
to any due Reflections on the Majeſty of Heavil 
But where ſacred Exerciſes are determin 
wholly to ſacred Places, and theſe rendred/ 


lem 
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lemn and awful by every thing that is of any 
Vertue to convey only reſpeci ful Impreſſions and 
Sentiments to the Soul; there all Things con- 
ſpire to form a right Temper of Devotion, 
which, in the preſent Caſe, . cannot well fail 
the Man whoſe Intentions are honeſt and juſt, 

and that worſhips God on Principle. Next, 
ton 3. For the Aptitude or Tendency of out- 
nd WW ward Majeſty and Beauty in the Houſe of God, 
no to elevate, refine, and ennoble the Thoughts. 
en- As the human Conſtitution hath. been contriv'd 
the and order d, that the Sirit is, as it were; im- 
wers d in Fleſb, there is hardly any reaching 
150 and ſtriking the Soul but by Mediation and 
ntly Wi Means of the Senſes: And this one Thing, 
Cn (which ſeems the ſpecial Deſgnation of Nature,) 
ſeen Wi 1s what moſtly gives outward Objects ſo entire 
1c: Sway with us, even as to our inward Moti- 
cher I ens, and ſo provides them of an uncontroll' d 
Aſcendant over our very Thoughts, as that the 
latter are uſually made to follow the former ; 
and we are led both to conceive and to con- 
template, in a Sort of Obedience to thoſe out- 
ward Objects and Appearances we converſe 
with, and take Impreſſions from. And as 
our very Thoughts are under Influence of 
ſenſible Things, ſo, ſuch as are theſe ſenſible 
Things, ſuch muſt ordinarily be our Thoughts, 
elevated or low, ref d or coarſe, noble or 
%%. Great and generous Thoughts will regu- 
larly be rais'd or occafion'd by majeſtick or 
D magnt= 
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magnificent Sights or Appearances ; as vulgar 
or trifling ones will moſtly ſtart up or flow in 
from Images and Objects of a contrary Kind or 
Character. To apply theſe general Reflections 
to that particular Caſe here under Conſiderati- 
on: It looks as if the outward Magnificence or 
Meanneſs of the Place or Houſe wherein we aſ⸗ 
ſemble for publick Worſhip gave a ſuitable Turn 
to our Thoughts There; a Turn ſtrictly conform- 
able to the Report and Repreſentation of the 
Senſes. Where we offer up our Devotions un- 
der all the Excellencies and Elegancies of ſenſol. 
Things, we ſhall uſually have the Mind poſſeſs d 
wholly by lofty and ſublime Ideas, anſwering 
well that important Buſineſi we are upon, and 
pointing us to him who from above beholds our 
Services below : For, tho' there is but ſmall Aft- 
finity betwixt Things ſenfible and ſpiritual, yet, 
the /þlendid Appearance of the one ſhall dire 
and conduct the Imagination to the other; and 
even tranſient and fading Gihries ſhall help to 
give us a View of thoſe that ate eternal and un- 
changeable. The Scriptures'themſelves are wont 
to ſhadow forth to us heavenly Joys under the 
Images of earthly ones; and this, for a ſpecial 
Reaſon, that we can at preſent no otherwit 
form any lively and affecting Notion of them. 
So, where, on the contrary, we approach to 


pay our Tribute of public Worſhip in Places of 


Houſes flovenly and neglected, offenſive thro' De- 


filements, or leſs entertaining to the Eye thro 


Barrenneſs of Ornaments, we ſhall not, I con- 
clude, 
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| clude, ſoar high. in our Meditations, or reach 


any elevated Pitch of Thought, but be generally 
chrown upon little and trivial Conceits and Senti- 
ments, ſuch as a Sort of humbler Scene or darker 
Appearance is proper only to ſuggeſt to us. The 
Stare of the Ming is confeſſedly the Thing of 
prime * N as to the Affair of religious Wor- 
ſhip; and therefore ſome perhaps may declare 
themſelves wholly at @ laß to comprehend 
what it hath to do with Externals : But, how 
we can beſt come at the Mind under Covert of 
the feſhly Part, herein lieth the Syreſs of the 
Matter. Now outward Appearances, which are 
known to affect us in all other Caſes, muſt affect 
us too in the Caſe of religious Worſhip; and 
therefore ought to be ſuch, and /o contriv'd, as 
that they may affect us after the ſublimeſt man- 
ner. Then, | 
4. For the Aptitude or Tendency of out- 
ward Majeſty and Beauty in the Houſe of God, 
to warm, quicken, and enflame the Afections. 
As our Thoughts, we have ſeen, are under Influ- 
ence from ww:thout, ſo our Afections too are pret- 
ty much diſpos'd of and carried away by out- 
ward Appearances, Whatever is prepar'd to 
ſtrike us with a ſort of Admiration, which is the 
proper Effe& of Majeſty or Magnificence in Ex- 
ternals, the ſame is almoſt ſure to engage our 
Love and Fancy, Regards and Favour. The 
firſt Step or leading Motive to Affection, is a 
great or high Opinion conceiv'd of the Objed - 
where fair Appearances then attract the Sen/vs, 
2 and 
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and theſe again draw- in the Judgment togoa- Ml þ 
long with them, (which is the uſual Proceſs ) t 
there Affection follows, as it were, inſtantly, and 7 
obtains of courſe. We cannot ſo well help / t 
fecting Things that come ſo powerfully recom- * 
mended, and have gain'd our Admiration, or ce 
poſleſs'd themſelves of our good Opinion; And ct 
this, as it holds anywhere and in anything, muſt, 2h 
upon the: /ame foot, hold every where and in eve- tt 
ry thing. Applied to publick Worſhip, and the ” 
Houſe of God, it certifies and confirms to us, that, ] 


in the Caſe of outward Majeſty and Beauty tak- tle 
ing firſt with the Eye, and preſently after leading th 
the Mind of the Worſhipper into ſolemn Venerati- WM 
on of that inviſible Power he ſtands before, it can- 
not ordinarily be otherwiſe but that his Afeci:- fe 
ons ſhould be greatly warm'd, quicken'd, and WW H 
enflam'd towards Almighty God, that moſt ad- in 
rable, and conſequently moſt amzable, of all ¶ co 
Beings. If it be ſaid, that thus it may fare in- Es 
deed with vu/gar Minds, but with none elſe; . 
I anſwer, thoſe muſt be very particular and un- thi 
common Minds, over which outward Appearance: ¶ an 
have no {nfluence or Efficacy. Tis the Law of WW ber 
our Nature, that the Minds of Men ſhould re- mu 
ceive Impreſ/ions by means of the Senſes, and da- rea 
rious Impreſſious as Appearances vary. The Wie! 
ſtrongeſt Minds no more eſcape theſe, than the ma 
weakeſt ; and if it imports any thing vulgar to Nit 
be liable this way, vulgar, I apprehend, wil {rec 
lignify the ſame as aniuerſal; and not to be ithe 
rank d with the valgar, will only be attainable chir 


by 
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| by diveſting ourſelves of the very human Conſti- 
tution : Thus we ſee that general Poſition, the 
Truth whereof I, firſt,eflay'd to make out, from 
the univerſal Senſe of Mankind appearing in ſpe- 
cial favour of it, farther confirm'd to us, in the ſe- 
cond Place, from the nature or reaſonof the Thing, 
conſider d ſtrictly in itſelf: Namely, The Influ- 
ence or Efficacy of outward Majeſty and Beauty in 
the Houſe of God, to excite and promote true De- 
votion inwardly in the Minds of the Worſhippers. 
It nowonly remains, that, having ſecur'd and ſet- 
tled my Foundation, I proceed to Superſtructure; 
that is, cioſe All with a few Concliſions, equally ſea- 
ſonable and uſeful, drawn from the Premiſes. And, 
Firſt, When ſuch is the Influence or Ef- 

| ficacy of outward Majeſty and Beauty in the 
Houſe of God, to excite and promote true Devotion 
inwardly in the Minds of the Worſhippers this 
concludes plainly for the great Importance and 
Excellency of outward Majeſty and Beauty in the 
; Wh Houſe of God. Outward Majeſty and Beauty in 
de Houſe of God, may perhaps, even by ſome 
es Wh among /t our ſelves, and theſe both ſenſible and ſo- 
ot ber Chriſtians, be look'd upon as Matters of 
e- much ma, e and Inexpediency, as to the 
a- real Intereſts and Service, Life and Power of Re- 
he lion: If there is but any Place, whither they 
he may have Reſort for publick Worſhip, provided 
to {With the proper Officers and furniſh'd with bare 
neceſſary Conveniencies, they are not ſolicitous, 

they tell us, about Ornaments; which they 
think may well enough be par d. But having 
2 prov'd 
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rov'd the very contrary above, I hope I ſhall 
here be allow d to ſay, that theſe Men, tho' they 
may probably mean well, yet, judge ill. So long 
as People are in the Fleſh, and in any Degree 
under reach of ſenſible Things, that is, in ſhort, if 
ſo long as Men are Men, compounded Beings, 
conſiſting of Body as well as Spirit, they wil 
always need to be ſupported in their religiou 
Services. by external Appearances ; and will al. 
ways find themſelves greatly refreſh'd and re 
liev'd by them: Or, ſuppoſing there may be: 
few of thoſe who are able to abftra# and ref, 
withdraw from under the Dominion of Sen, 
and practiſe a ſort of angelick Devotion, what 
are theſe few abtrafted and rein d Theorifts to 
the Bulk of Mankind, who require to be deal: 
with after quite another manner. The Gene- 
rality of Men will {till want all the Aid we can 
poſſibly bring their Devotions, by the means df 
external Advantages; and, perhaps, when eve 
ry thing hath been done for them, that cant 
done for them, they may yet be found /ow and g, 
lukewarm, unaffetted and unmov'd, however to 
any good Purpoſe. *Tis true, it is not the Platt Bf 
in which we worſbip, but the Worſhip itſelf we Bil F, 
pay, that is ever of prime Confideration : Stil WM. 
the very Place is of Conſequence, and the Maj!) i... 
and Beauty of it of great Importance; I meat Hof r 
not, with regard to God, but to ourſelves : Thi tor] 
is the grand Diſtinction; and to this Purpoſe art Pla, 
thoſe obſervable Words of our judicious MiB, 
Hooker : © Albeit the true Worſhip of God be, 
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« zo God, in itſelf acceptable, who reſpecteth not 
ſo much in what Place, as with what Aﬀetti- 
n he is ſerv d, — manifeſt, notwithſtanding, 
« ir is, that the very Majeſty and Holineſs of the 
Place where God is worſhipped, hath, in re- 
« rard of us, great Vertue, = 7.94 or Efficacy; 
* for that it ſerveth as a /en/ible Help to ſtir up 
Devotion, and in that reſpe&, no doubt, Ber- 
t zereth even our holieſt and beſt Actions in this 
«kind *.” One cannot then but be concern'd 
at finding any Member, eſpecially of the Church 
of England, ſo far under Deluſion, as to plead 
„bor Slovenlinefs or Nakedneſi in the Houſe of God, 
or indeed to excuſe them, As our Buſineſs in re- 
| ſorting to the Place of publicł Worſhip is Devo- 
ion, and our Devotion There is beſt advanc'd b 
the outward Majeſty and Beauty of the Place it 
"Wi, no Man that wiſheth well to the frf, can 
regularly appear againſt the /aft; that is, in 
; ſhort, no Man, who is a real Friend to Religi- 
e can properly be an Enemy to Majefty and 


and Beauty in the Houſe of God. Again, 
1 Secondly, When ſuch is the Influence or 


Eficacy of outward Majeſty and Beauty in the 
ei Houſe of God, to excite and promote true Devotion 
", {inwardly in the Minds of the Worſhippers ; this 
jely clearly concludes farther for the Extravagance 
of Thoſe whoare us d to exc/aimand inveigh bit- 
terly againſt all Embelliſhments and Ornaments in 
Places ſacred or ſeparated to religious V orſhip. 
Mr. . 
Theſe are the Inventions, ſay ſome Men, of Pa- 
d be, 
| Wog'y i gans, 
* Hooker's Eccleſ. Pol. B. 5. Sd. 16, p. 205. 
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gans, and ought not to be eſpous'd by Chriſſi. 


ans; or they are, they ſay, the Corruptions of 
Papiſts, and ought not to find Countenance 
with Proteſtants. But were not the J/raelitiſb 
Tabernacle and Fewiſb Temple (and Both of ſpe- 
cial Counſel and Contrivance from the 0 
high) as beautiful, rich, and elegant as Art and 
Coſt could make them? And did not Pagan, a 
we have ſeen above *,take Pattern by Theſe, and 
both in raiſing ſtately Edifices to their zdolatrou; 
Worſhip, and in adorning them with all kinds 
of excellent Workmanſhip, copy from what they 
ſaw the Jews do for the true God? Pagans 
then were no way blameable for their ſtately and 
ſplendid Temples, that we ſhould hold theſe in fo 
much Abomination, but for their Worſhip in 
Superſtition and Idolatry. Primitive Chriſtian; 
who have never been thought chargeable as de- 
fective in Piety, or in an Abhorrence of Superjii 
tion and Idolatry, could yet, without Scrupl: 
when it came. intheir way, convert Pagan Ten- 
ples into Chriſtian Churches +, in which till re- 
main'd all the ornamental Part, after that they 
had been thoroughly purg'd of their ent 
Furniture, ſuch as Idols and Altars. And for 
the Pretence of Romi/h Corruptions, it can be no 
reaſon to affect a ſort of ruſtict Plainneſs or pure 
Nakedne/ſs, becauſe the Romiſh Church may have 
gone into an Exceſs of Pomp and Pageantr), 


unleſs with thoſe who know not how to avoid 
one 


Pag. 11. + Cave's Prim. Chriſt, par? 1. ch. 6. 5. 97 
Bingham's Antiq. J. 3. B. S. Ch. 2. f. 4+ b 
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ane Extreme, without running themſelves upon 
the other ; which neither ſpeaks due Moderation, 
nor yet any Soundneſi of Fudgment. Tho' the 
« Ornaments, obſerves one ||, of ſuch Places as 
«are dedicated to God's Service, ought to be 
rather grave than pompous, yet it could never 
ſink into my Heart to imagine that the A 


| © Jowance for furniſbing them out ſhould be mea- 


«fur'd by the ſcanty Rule of meer Neceſſity, — 
«eſpecially ſeeing that, as in Prince's Courts 
«{qg in the Service of God, this outward State 
e nd Glory, being well diſpos'd, doth beger, 
*:ncreaſe, quicken, and nouriſh the zmward 
* Reverence and reſpectſul Devotion, which is 
«due to ſo Sovereign @ Majeſty.” But the 
Men I refer to, (to do them Juſtice) are great- 
ly come off their former Scruples in this Par- 
ticular, ſeeing that of late Times they have ad- 
mitted (if I miſtake not) not only Decencies, 
but Decorations too, into their Houſes of religi- 
ous Worſhip ; and ſeem not now, as once, fo 
very apprehenſive of ſymbolizing with Rome, 
in the Uſe of every innocent Ornament or Im- 
provement. Again, | 
Thirdly, When ſuch is the Influence © 

Efficacy of outward Majeſty and Beauty in the 
Houſe of God, to excite and promote true Devo- 
ton inwardly in the Minds of the Worſhippers ; 
this fairly concludes, yet farther, forthe Praiſes 
due to thoſe of you, who have lately given En- 
cauragement in any kind to the repairing and 

a > 1%" reſtoring 

| Sir Edward Sandys's Spec. Europ. 
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reſtoring this our Houſe of ſolemn Aſſembly for 
Divine Worſhip. Should you reap. no other 
Benefit or Advantage from it, you may make 
ſure at leaſt of the agreeable and comforta)l: 
Reflection of having lent an helping Hand to- 
wards reviving and recalling a jinking Spirit of 
Devotion ; which being the great End of the] 
Aſſemblies, you wa a conſulted, and 
that after the moſt pious and prudent Manner, 
the rendring our aſſembling together the moſt 
1 ho and eazfying : And I already fancy, that 
I ſee this Fruit of your Expence and Troubls, 
true Piety putting on new Life, and the pub- 
lick Service of God improv d in equal Degree 
as is the Place | appropriated, to it. And as 
ſuch muſt naturally be rhe Re/at,. fo ſuch, ! 
am willing to hope, hath all along been 
your Viet;  whenee, depending on the Good: 
neſs of your Metives and Intentians, I appre- 
hend not how any Murmurings can accom 
pany your Labour of Love, or Diſcontents fol. 
ow it. Indeed it were a Shame. of Reproact 
to us, never to be wip'd off, that, in an g 
wherein Men ſpare no manner of Coft upon 
their «wn proper Dwellings, they ſhould grucge 
even the /melleſt. Charge in Honour of the 
Houje of Gd; and that in Times when ever) 
the moſt fantaſtic Scene of Pleaſure is ure 
to find Sub/cribers,..the only ſolid and ;ſubſiatr 
tial Entertainment ſhould” alone fail of chars 
ful Contributors. For your Parts, you have 
undertaken and finiſh'd an excellent and 10 

SIE: : 
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ful Work, to a right Purpeſe, and upon a 
rioht Principle; and therefore may make ſure 
at leaſt of the Applauſes of a good Conſcience : 
And 1 would have you be content at preſent 
with theſe Applauſes, not only as they yield 
the moſt delicious Repaſt to the Mind, but 
as they are a Pledge or Earneſt of there be- 
ing yet behind a more conſummate Recom- 
pence. Once again, and to have done, 
Fourthly, when ſuch is the Influence or 
Efficacy of outward Majeſty and Beauty in 
the Houſe of God, to excite and promote 
true Devotion inwardly in the Minds of the 
Morſbippers; This concludes, finally, for the 
firi# Obligations we are all of us under to 
take eſpectal Care, that what | hath late! 
been expended in Ornaments and Embelliſh- 
ments, Repairs and Improvements, upon this 
Houſe wherein we are aſſembled, may have 
ns proper Eyect, and be not any way de- 
feated of its genuine Fruit unto Holineſs : We 
ought that is, all of us, to ſee that we in- 
creaſe in Piety, proportionably as are the 
Advantages we enjoy towards it; and that 
we actually vie in our Devotions, anſwera- 
bly to the Dignity of the Place in which 
we meet to perform them. We can now 
no more plead in Excuſe for our Defects in 
religious Exerciſes, our Liſtneſineſi and Drow- 
nes, our Dulneſs of Spirit and Deadne/s of 
Hfeclion; we can, I ſay, no more plead the 
Deformity, Nakedneſs, or . flovenly Appearance 
E 2 


of 
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of God's Heuſe, the Place appropriated to 
theſe Services: On the contrary, we. are pol- 
ſeſs'd of all Kinds of external Afjſtances that 
can well be of Uſe and Application to the 
ripening, ſtrengthening, and enlivening our 
Devotions, the giving them Vivacity, and 
upholding them in Vigor: And therefore 
you mult bear with me in ſaying, that if, 
notwithſtanding al/, you yet find your ſelves 
not ſo well 75 to thoſe Duties which 
will be requir'd and expected of you bere, 
but even ſtill feel an opprefiive Flatneſs and 
Lowneſs of Spirits and Afettions towards reli- 
gious Acts and Exerciſes; you muſt bear with 
me in ſaying, you bring to Church with you, 
either ſome ſecret Diſlibe to the Service; ot 
fenſual Views quite foreign to the Buſineſs 
of the Place; or ffrong Prepoſſeſſions of ſecu- 
lar and worldly Cares; or, in ſhort, a gene- 
ral Coldneſs to Religion, Where but any 
one of theſe is the Caſe; there is no vut- 
ward Majeſty and Beauty conceivable in the 
Houſe of God that will be able to reach 

ou, and ſtrike you after an heavenly Sort; 
but all Majeſty and Beauty of ſenſible Af 
pearance, in like manner as every kind of 
Application elſe, muſt be rendred altogether 
vain and empty. For, notwithſtanding there 
may be an Aptitude or Tendency, even natu- 
rally, of outward Majeſiy and Beauty in the 
Houſe of God, to excite and promote ru 


Devotion inwardly in the Minds of Men, yet 
| i 
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is not this natural Aptitude or Tendency ſo vi- 
olent and irreſiſtible, but that it is /zable; to 
be defeated; and actually muſt be ſo, where; 
inſtead of encouraging and cheriſhing the 
ſacred Influence, we diſpoſe ourſelves: to 
run direttly counter to it. When then we 
have con/ulted, the beſt we can, the - Honour 
and Glory of God, in the Perfection of Man, 
by Means of ſuch external Advantages, as, 
through help of the Imagination and Senſes, 
may moſt power fully affeft and ſtrike the Soul, 
all will be in apparent Danger of being 40% and 
thrown away upon us, at the laſt, unleſs we join 
our own Endeavours to make a proper Uſe of 
theſe ſo great Miſtances towards N 1426 a right 
Spirit within us. The World may be ſuppos'd 
to furniſh us with Numbers of generous Bene- 
factors and prous Contributors to the outward 
Majeſty and Beauty of God's Houſe ; and ſuch 
eutward Majeſty and Beauty may have an Apti- 
tude or Tendency, naturally, to the making us 
moardly holy and devout, and yet no Good ariſe 
from thence at length, becauſe we are wanting, 
either in our Preparation for the Benefit, or in 
our Direction of it; Either we do not qualiſy 
ur ſelves 10 as we may receive it, or we do not 
apply the Thing ſo as that it may anſiver the 
ſpectal Ends of it. - But, ſure; we very far abuſe 
any Advantage we enjoy, either in not ſuffering 
It to tate, or in not turning it to Good: Either 
Way we are guilty of not improving an Advan- 
lage; and not improving an Advantage is the 
ame as abuſing it. 


For 
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For a Cloſe, my Requeſt to you all is this 
that you would not fail punctually to refef and 
xemember, that outward Majeſty and Beauty til 

you to imward Worth — Excellency ; and 
that-worſhipping God under any pompous Ap. 
peurance of ſtately Edifices and coſtly Appurte 
ances, is but a pious Contrivance, by Applicati- 
on to the Senſes the more forcibly to ſtrike the 
Som, which, in this hic Veil of Fleſh, cannot 
108 One wet be ſo well 2 or come at, 
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